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A Letter from the Executive Director

2011 was a great year for the Aspetuck Land Trust! More
people joined the Land Trust than in any previous year in
our history, and we preserved two new properties totaling
73 acres.

Every year my wife and I take our children
to New York City for their birthday. The
theme of this year’s trip was nature. We
were inspired by the survivor tree at the
9/11 memorial, walked the wonderfully
verdant High Line, saw a famous elm tree
in Madison Square Park that was planted

in the 1700’s, and went to see the Man-
nahatta Project exhibit at the South Street
Seaport Museum. Go to the Land Trust
blog to read more about our trip.

While nature has been largely tamed in
Manhattan, it surrounds us in Connecti-
cut. But it exists in a fragile balance. Many
woodlands in Fairfield County are threat-
ened by invasive plants and deer browse
and are monocultures of large trees with little else to support wildlife
habitat. With so many threats facing our lands, how we manage our
properties is becoming more important. This is why we are conduct-
ing our first-ever wildlife survey and forest management plan at our
1,009 acre Trout Brook Valley preserve. Trout Brook is at the center of
a 10 square mile area of contiguous forest, the largest and last such
area of its kind in Fairfield County. We have an obligation to preserve
and protect this vulnerable land that provides habitat for plants and
animals and so much enjoyment to the public.

The Survivor Tree,
9/11 Memorial Freedom
Tower in background.

Nature is part of the fabric of life that surrounds us — even in Manhat-
tan —and Aspetuck Land Trust is committed to conserving the land
we love so that future generations can enjoy it.

As a Land Trust member, you help inspire and connect thousands of
people to the land every year. Your membership supports our guided
hikes, children’s programs, and the stewardship of our 44 trailed na-
ture preserves with over 30 miles of hiking trails on over 1,700 acres of
land.

I want to sincerely thank our 1,000+ local members for their support! If
you aren't a member, I invite you to join us.

We are local. We are your neighbors. We are your land trust.

See you outside!

David Brant



Protecting the Land

Randall’s Farm Nature Preserve, Easton

In 2011, the Aspetuck Land Trust received a
generous donation of 34 acres from Aspetuck
Land Trust member Mrs. Henry B. duPont III.
The Randall's Farm Nature preserve includes
some of the last great old farm fields in Fairfield
County and was named for the Randall family
who farmed the land. Groomed walking paths
allow for a gentle walk through high grassy
wildflower meadows.

Photo credit including cover: SimplyMaura Photography

Newman Poses Nature Preserve, Westport

Officially opened
in May and
preserved through
a partnership 2011 contributions income was $212,630.
with the town Expenses decreased by 17% to $221,488.
of Westport, the
POTL, Our general endowment fund decreased
Newman Poses o
. by 1% or $7,635.
preserve is named
Newman Poses Preserve Opening. after two local These funds are used for land purchases
From Left: Aspetuck Land people who helped and to offset expenses not covered by
Trust board president Princie . . . )
Falkenhagen, executive director to preserve this membership contributions.
David Brant, and board member land: actor and
Lissy Newman. philanthropist

Paul Newman,
and FDR Administration lawyer Lillian Poses.
This new preserve provides 39 beautiful acres of
trails, meadows and woodlands along the majestic
Aspetuck River.

Maps of our Nature Preserves
can be found on our website.



Land Stewardship

Land Trust Receives Grants to
Remove Invasive Plants

Did you know that the presence of invasive Japanese Barberry
increases the risk of encountering ticks which carry Lyme
disease by seven-fold? In 2011, we received a three year grant
from the Natural Resource Conservation Service to remove
Barberry from our 28 acre Elisabeth Moore preserve in Weston.
We also use sheep to eat invasive plants on our preserves.

Icelandic Sheep eating invasive Wisteria

Wildlife Survey and Forest Management Plan

We are conducting a wildlife survey and forest management plan in
Trout Brook Valley to better understand the flora and fauna that exist
there. A survey of wildlife has never been conducted within the 1,009
acre preserve and will help us to better understand how to manage the
property for wildlife and our human visitors. Funding for the wildlife
survey was provided by a grant from the Connecticut Land Trust
Challenge Fund administered by the Land Trust Alliance in partnership
with the Connecticut Land Conservation Council. Funding for the forest
management plan is being provided by the Environmental Quality
Improvement Program administered through the Natural Resource
Conservation Service. For more information please visit our website.

Trout Brook Valley view.

Boy Scouts Help the Land Trust

The Land Trust provides leadership opportunities for Boy
Scouts earning their Eagle Scout ranking. In 2011, we
worked with Fairfield Troops 10 and 82, and Weston Troop
788 to build birdhouses, information kiosks and board-
walks. Thank you Boy Scouts!

Boy Scout Rob Callahan from Troop 10 in Fairfield installed
Bluebird boxes in Trout Brook Valley.

Stay Connected ALT - 2012 Hikes

The Aspetuck Land Trust offers educational
Stay connected. Become a fan of our . . e
G and specialty hikes for children and adults
Aspetuck Land Trust Facebook page, i
, that are open to everyone and offer a great
follow us on Twitter @ AspetuckL.T i
way to explore and learn more about the local

Sign up on our website to receive our diversity of our 44 trailed nature preserves on

fun and occasional e-newsletter over 1,700 acres of open space in our com-
munity. Reserve your space early as spaces
are limited for these popular hikes. Details on
our website.




Annual Meeting to feature Regional Conservationist Bill Labich

Join fellow Land Trust members on June 20, from
7 — 9pm at the Pequot Library in Southport for the
Land Trust’s annual meeting. This year's featured
speaker is Bill Labich, Regional Conservationist
with Highstead Arboretum and Harvard Forest,
who will discuss how the Aspetuck Land Trust
fits into the larger regional conservation picture
in Fairfield County and the Northeast. Bill lives
with his wife Christine and two ten-year olds
Grace and Noah on 16 wooded acres in western

Conservationist, Bill Labich

Massachusetts with chickens, tractor, and logging

winch. A short business meeting will precede the speaker, and new board
members will be elected by majority vote of the members present. Board
of director nominees are: Lisa Brodlie, Letitia Carter, Lissy Newman, Peter
Oldershaw, and Aili diBonaventura. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments
available.

Getting Children Outdoors

Did you know that children now spend
53 hours per week with technology
and that the average teen sends 3,000
text messages per month? Scientific
studies are now documenting what
many parents already know: getting
kids outside is good for them. To get
more kids outdoors, we built a Natural
Playground for Children at the Leonard
Schine Arboretum in Westport and
started a hike series for kids, Short
Hikes for Short People. See our website
for more information on how you can
connect your children with nature.

Aspetuck Land Trust Volunteer Profile

Donna and Curt Naser live in Easton and
participate on the Invasive Removal Team
which removes invasive plants from our
preserves. They also serve as Trail Stewards
in the Crow Hill section of Trout Brook
Valley, where both have spent countless
hours removing invasives and clearing fallen
limbs from the trails. We thank them for all
they do for Aspetuck Land Trust.

ANNUAL

MEETING

June 20, 2012
7 -9 p.m.
Pequot Library
Southport
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Mr. Michael Allegretto
Alternative Investment Group,

Aquarion Water Company
Aspen Community Foundation
Laszlo & Jill Birinyi, Jr.

James Walsh & Grayson Braun
James R. & Laura Leigh Caissy
Don Chaney

Ms. Cynthia Fox & Mr. Mark
Conese

CT Northeast Mountain Biking
Assoc.

Michael & Renee Daley

Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. William Everett, Jr.
Wayne Fingerman

Mr. Matthew S. Forelli
Westport Garden Club

Mitzi Lyman & David Geronemus
Ms. Lisa Goldbecker

William & Diana Gray

AJ & Susan Hand

Hidden Hill Foundation

Ted & Laurie Hollander

Don & Wendy Hyman

Joel E. Smilow Charitable Trust
Jordan Family Fund

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kail

Steve & Yvette Kohn

Britta & Dan Lerner

Wendy & Norman Macbeth
Joshua Prince

Grace K. Salmon Trust

Shack Sackler Foundation
Michael Sharpe

Mr. & Mrs. William Sherlock Jr.
Jay Sherwood

David Slump

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Sonneborn
Mr. Eric R. Stones

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Talamini
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Toole

Mr. Dever G. Warner

Weston High School Hospitality - 4
Craig & Stephanie Willis

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold K. Wolgast

STEWARD

Atlantic Philanthropies Director/
Employee Designated Gift Fund

Ms. Barbara Belknap
Lisa Brodlie

Peter & Leslie Cawley
Dancing Tides Foundation
Ms. Aili diBonaventura
Van Dusenbury

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Eck

Eastern Mountain Sports —
Fairfield

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Fressola

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Goldbecker
Grace Jones Richardson Trust
Paul & Ellen Greenberg

Stewart & Constance Greenfield
Foundation

Claudia & Rob Hahn

Helen & William Mazer
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Raphael Hodgson

Irwin & Dorothy Nessel
Foundation

Ivar & Sally Kasaks
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Kraekel
Darcy Stacom & Chris Kraus

Land Trust Alliance & CT Land
Conservation Council

Larsen Fund

Marta Jo Lawrence

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce LePage
John Light Il

Jacquie Littlejohn

Michael M. Wiseman & Helen A.
Garten Charitable Foundation

Rick & Janie Muir

Paul Newman Fund - Fairfield
Community Foundation

Pamela W. Ritter
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ritzel Jr.

Robert & Bonnie Kreitler
Charitable Fund

Sexauer Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Mark R. Slane
Mr. & Mrs. George Sterling
Mr. & Mrs. David Storrs
Tebil Foundation

Twin Spruce Foundation

Mr. Jonathan Wagner
William C. Bullitt Foundation
William T. Morris Foundation

Colin Walklet & Heather
Williams

FOOTNOTES

. In honor of Elyse McCambley

2. In honor of Thomas Dubay,
Jane & Andy Ahrens, Anne
& David Toombs, Thomas &
Heidi Connelly, Heather Linder
& David & Joyce Kay

In honor of Regina & John's
50th wedding anniversary
In honor of Susan Hand,
retiring teacher

[ad

-~

MEMORIAL GIFTS

In Memory of Theodore Meyer
Seyed Aleali, M.D.

Robert & Lois Bull

Denise Larson Fenton

Joyce & Harold Wilson

Mrs. Donald T. Benson

Ms. Phyllis T. Wing

Easton Republican Town
Committee

In Memory of Abe Rothenberg
Peter & Carol Mack

Ms. Magda Salvesen

Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Margolis
Vivian Perlis

Mr. & Mrs. David Rubinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Schapiro
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Siegal

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Steinberg

In Memory of Hal & Ruth
Wesman

Lisa Brodlie

Note: If there are any omissions
orif corrections are needed,
please accept our apologies and
contact us at 203-331-1906

All donations made from Jan. 1,
2011 to Dec. 31, 2011
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